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A Speech ſpoken in the Houſe of 


Commons by Sir B ENXIAMIN 
Ruprtanr Dd. [u!yg. 1542. 


M Synarmx, 
2 @f@2 N the way we are, we have 
wz gone as farre as words can 
carry us : We have vored 
our own Rights, and the 
Kings Duty: No doubt there 
is 2 Relative Duty berwveen 
a King and Subje&ts ; Obe- 
dience from aSubj:& ro a King, Proteion 
trom aKing to His People. The preſent un- 
happic diſtance between Ris Majeſtie and the 
Pailiament, makes the whole Kingdome 


A 2 ſtand 


2) 
itand amazed, in a bl full expeRation of dif- 
mall Calamities to fall upon it : It deeply and 
conſcionably concerns this Houſe to compoſe 
and ſettle theſe threatening ruining diltraQi- 
ons. MI, Speaker, Iam touch'd, I am pier'd 
with an apprehenſion of the Honour of the 
Houſe, and ſucceſſe of this Parliament. The 
beſt way to give a ſtop to thele deſperate, im- 
minent miſchiefs is, To makea fair way for 
the Kings return hither ; It will likewile give 
beſt atisfaRion to the people, and will be 
our beſt Juſtification. M. Speaker, That we 
may the better conſ1er the condition we arc 
now inlet us ſet onr ſelves three Yeecs back : 
If any ian then, could have credidly toid us, 
That within three Yeers the Queen ſhall be 
gone out of Engiand into the Low.Coun- 
tries, forany caule whatſoever, The King 
ſhal remove from his Parliamer*,;rom London 
to Jork, declaring himſelf not co belafe here, 
That there ſhall be aterall Rebellion in 1re- 
lind, Such diſcords and diſtempers both in 
Church and vtate here, as novy ve finde;; cer- 
tainly we ſhould havetrembled at the thought 
of ic: Wherefore it is ft vve ſhould be ſenſible 
novw \ve areinit. On 
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On the other ſide, If any man then, could 
have crediblie told us, That within three 
Yeers ye ſhall havea Parliament, it would 
have been good News; That Ship-monie 
ſhall be taken away by an Act of Parliament, 
the Reaſons and Grounds of ito rooted out, 
as that neither it, nor any thing like it , can 
ever grow up again ; That Monopolies, The 
high-Commaiſsion Court, The Starre-Cham« 
ber, The Biſhops Votes ſhall be taken away, 
The Councell Table regulated and reſtrain- 
ed, The Forreſts bounded and limicted ; T hat 
ye ſhall have a Trienniall Parliament ; and 
more thea that, A Perpetuall Parliament, 
which none ſhall have power to cifl lyc 
without your ſelves, we ſhould have thought 
this a dream of happineſle , yet now we are 
in the reail -olleſſon of ir, we do not enjoy 
ic, although * lis Majeſtie hath promiled and 
publiſhed he will make all this good to us : 
Ve ſtand chiefly upon further {ecurity,where- 
15, the very baving of thele things, is a con- 
veaent, fair ſecuritie, mutually ſecuring one 
another : there is more {ecuritie cffered, even 
in this laſt anſwer of the Kings, By removing 
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the perſonall Votes 2 Popiſh Lords, By the 
Better Education of Papilts children, By ſup- 
lying the defeRs of Laws againſt Recuſants, 
lides what elſe may be enlarged and impro- 
ved by a [ele&t Committee of both Houles, 
named for that purpole, Wherefore, Sir, ler 
us bevyare we do not contend for ſuch a ha- 
zirdous unſate ſecuritie, as may endanger the 
loſle of what we have alrcady , let us not 
think we have nothing, becauſe we have not 
all we deſire ; and though we had , yet we 
cannot make a Mathematicall fecuritie , All 
humane Caution is Suſceptible of corruption 
and failing ; Gods providence will not be 
bound, ſuccefſe muſt be his : He that obſerves 
the wind and rain, ſhall neither ſovwy nor reap ; 
it hedo nothing till he can ſecure the wea- 

ther, he will have but an ill harveſt, 

M. Speaker , Itnow behoves us to ca'l up 
all the wiſedome we have aboutus, for we 
are at the very brink of Combuſtion and con- 
fuſion : 1t blood once begin to teuch blood, 
we ſhall preſentlie fall into a certain milerie, 
and muſtattend an uncertain ſucceſſe , God 
knows when, and God knows what, Every 
man 


(5) 


man hereis bound in conſcience to employ 
his uttermoſt eadeayours to prevent the effuſ1- 
on of blood; blood is acrying lin, it pollutes 
aLand ; Jet us ſave our Liberties and our 
Eſtates, as we may ſave our Souls too. Now 
I haveclearlydelivered mine own coſcicace,l 
leave every man freely to his, 
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